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RESTORATION FOR THIS YEAR COMPLETED 
After two long months of carpenters, painters and masons producing literally 
hundreds of pounds of dirt, dust and litter consisting of old plaster, lath, 
bricks and just plain dirt, the house is back in order with some rather radi- 
cal changes. The diningroom fireplace is restored to its original eppearance 
or almost. That almost means only that the early floor had been removed and 
€& new one put in, 19 inches lower, so the firebed is not at its first level. 
It was lowered some but couldn't be brought down to the level of the floor, 
SO we adapted to some degree, by building up e hearth to meet the level of 
the firebed, with another hearth outside it flush with the floor. Itis a 
stepped hearth but it looks very well. The lintel was not lowered so the 
entire original opening is still there. The chimney breast was cement, but 
quite different from the other cement walls. There was one large panel e=- 
bove the fireplace but the opening was surrounded by a fescinating raised 
molding, rather wide. There was about one foot of that raised molding left, 
enough so the mason could make e template and reproduce it which he did mag- 
nificently. There were no panels on the cement wall to right or left of the 
chimney breast, just plain cement. And it was painted red, just as the oth- 
ers were, but e slightly brighter red, which has been copied. We know it is 
going to create quite a bit of comment from the members, probably unfavorable 
but in time when the woodwork in that room is restored and painted another 
color than the blue it is at present, the red fireplace wall will take its 
place as an integral part of the whole color scheme. What is more, and un- 
usual ina fireplace other than a kitchen one, this was used for cooking, or 
at least keeping food hot. A trammel bar was in the flue and several nails 
and hooks, from which they hung pots or perhaps some food to be smoked. 


The bedroom on the second floor is back in being, efter having been cut up 
for over a hundred years to praduce hallway, large closet and bathroom. The 
Stairs to the third floor were moved to the opposite side of the room, giving 
us a chance to open up the fireplace, which. was in very good condition. The 
new stairs to the third floor are much sturdier and easier to climb, without 
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any turn. And while the mason was here, we had him open a tiny fireplace 
on the third floor, which was evidently intended to give some slight degree 
of heat for the slaves who slept up there. That too, was in excellent con- 
dition except for having been bricked up. That little fireplace had gone 
unnoticed for all this time because the floor directly in front of it had 
been cut out to make the stairwell for the 1845 stairs to the third floor. 
There is now a perfectly charming room up there which will be used as a 
study for people who want to do research in the newspaper collection. At 
least it will be when we get that floor cleaned up. The first two floors 
are cleaned, but so far there hasn't been time to get up there. We were 
lucky in finding the original firebacks in the bedroom fireplace and the 
diningroom fireplace, the later being dated, 1758. 


We now stand in desperate need of an 18th century case of drawers for the 
new bedroom. We heve a bed, chairs and a washstand, but we do not have a 
bureau or the money to buy one. We would settle happily for a blanket 
chest. 


COMMENTS ON THREE RECENT GIFTS 


On the list of accessions are three which bear further mention. The first 

is the Confession of Faith. That is one of the first edition of books which 

were printed in New London by Thomas Short, almost immediatéky after he came 

to this town from Boston. The book is sometimes known as the Saybrook Plat- 

form and is a rare gem almost impossible to acquire. We ere indeed fortunate 
to have it given to us by Mrs. Owens who is the daughter of P. LeRoy Harwood, 


Poets of New London, comp. by P. LeRoy Harwood and his daughter, Mrs. Owens, 
was his own copy and many of the poems are autographed by their composers. 
Laid in were many manuscript poems by some of the poets, and letters to Mr. 
Harwood from many of the others, among them one from Fugene O'Neill, which 
is typed, but signed in his own hand. We had other copies of the book but 
this one is in a class by itself. The donor, Michael Owens, is a grandson 
of Mr. Harwood. 


The Friendship quilt, in mint condition, has center blocks signed by the 
makers and members of their families or friends. The donors were descendants 
of Fitz C. Oviatt and Clark & Amanda Oviatt. Wexzhave listed the names, for 
some of them might be familiar to some of you. Due to space the towns are 
omitted. 


Gertrude Noyes, James H. Noyes, M.S.Holloway, Ann Holt, Lucy Chapell, 
Erestus H.Noyes, Martin Lang, Sarah M. Aylesworth, A.P.Holloway, Mary 

E. Holloway, Lydia Johnson, Mary A. Brown, Gadsby E. Holloway, Mary 
Noyes, Gideon E. Holloway, Zebediah Noyes, Lucy M. Peabody, James Noyes, 
Zebediah Chapell, Capt. W. Watrous, Louisa White, Sallg A. White, Clerk 
Oviatt, Mary Elizabeth Noyes, Pappen (?) Noyes, Betsey Allen, Fitz C. 
Oviatt, Mrs. Hannah B. White, George W. Lamb, Jane Allen, Cicely Chapman, 
Amanda F, Oviatt, Emily F. Chapman, Edwin E. Heath, Nancy C. Heath, Abby 
F. Burrows, Mrs. Mary Abby Chester, Avery Lansby, Sarah R. Aylesworth, 
Charlotte E. Holt, Charlotte C. Lamb. 


DIARY OF ABEL SPICER, 1758 (cont.) 3 


Saturday 22th, there was three regulars that had been under Gard for three 
or four days for steeling that had there tryal this day and one of them was 
condemned to be hanged the next tusday at 9: a clock in the morning and the 
other two for to be whiped 1000 lashes each. Munday 24th. this day our duty 
was not so hard as it wes for several days before. this Evening after Prayers 
General Lyman and Colonoel fitch came to Colonel Whitens Regiment he being 
absent and red to them the martial laws and general Lyman made a speach upon 
it which was very well to the purpas and he told them that he had two men 
deserted from his regiment the night before and he said that he had sent af- 
tex them and if it wes possible to ketch them they should be tryed for their 
lives. Tusday 25th. this morning at Nine a clock the man that was condemned 
to be hanged was hanged and was for to hang til Sunset and the man that did 
hang him was a regular and he was for to be garded down to Olbany and to 
have five Guinnes gave him and to be freed from the regular Servis until he 
had amind for to list again and he that was hanged did hang til sunset a 
Cording to order and then was taken down and buryed With all the Close on 
that he had on when he was hanged and thet was a white holland Shurt and 
breaches of the same,Black wosted Stokins and a pair of turnd pumps and 
bras buckels in them. and a white cap. A regular never wares a white cap 
and only when is going to the gallus. Wednesday 26. The chief of the men 
that was ordered for work (from Colonel Whitens regiment) was to go to a 
clearing a place for to build a brestwork one a small hill Which lyeth a- 
bout 100 rods South from the Southeeast corner of the brestwork that is 
round the incampment. ... Friday 28. This day here was 93 men drafted 
from Colonel Whitens Regiment for Rengers and Was Paraded about fore a 
clock in the afternoon end they was ordered for to kep in redyness so that 
if there should be Any alarrum they might turn out Immediately and in the 
night we was alarumec for the french and Indeons had cut of about 40 teems 
and kiled 10 or 12 men and several women. the Chief of the teems had Sute- 
lers stores and 3 of the men that was kiled was Sutlers and as soon as the 
nuse came the rangers and some more was drafted out of the other regiments 
and some of the light Invantry and Major Putman and ROgers when Chief Com- 
anders and in les than one hour from the time that we was first rallied we 
got our Pervision and put abord of the battoes and got one our way. Satur= 
day 29th. Morningsun about two hours hy we landed one the East side of the 
lake and there we hac our Pervision and Rum delt out to us and marched of 
immediately for to go to the South bay... at night we got so near to the 
bay that we could hear them fire and hollow as they was Going up the bay and 
then we Shifted our Corse for to try for to get ahed of them and we trav- 
eled til night and then lay down one the side of a mountin the ground being 
very wet by the reson of the great quontaty of rain that we had before | 
which made loging bad. 
- =e wee we we ee wm ew em - = «= «= = #»(to be continued) .« . « « « « = « 


L¥MAN ALLYN MUSEUM EXHIBIT 


Lyman Allyn Museum is planning an exhibition of New London County Furniture 
from Sept. 29 = Nov. 10, and the Board of Directors has cgreed to loan them 
several articles from the Mansion. We are pleased that some of our pieces 
are to be included for we have always been proud of the contents of this 
house. 


ACCESSIONS % 


Confession of Faith, printed by Thomas Short, New London, 1710 = Gift of 
Mrs. Louis C. Owens 

Doll, china head, leather body - Gift of Mrs. Harriet M. Hansen 

Daboll's New-England Almanac, 1833 = Gift of Mrs. Carl Zimmer, Hamilton, N.Y 

The Stonington Chronology 1649-1949, by Williams Haynes + Anonymous donor 

Poets of New London, comp. by P.L. Bacunai. 1933. = Gift of Michael Owens, 
South Dartmouth, Mass. 

Shepard Families of New England, v.3, by G.F.Shepard - Bought by Society 

Friendship quilt, 1857 + Gift of Miss Ruth Oviatt & Mrs. Dorothy O.Lake, 
Arlington, Va. 

Very large Paisley shawl - Gift of Miss Ruth Oviatt & Mrs. Dorothy O.Lake, 
Arlington, Va. 

Sterry Family of America, by W.B. Sodeh - Bought by Society 

Bulletin no.1973, Underhill Soc. of Americay with article on Underhill of 
Pequot War fame - Gift of Underhill Society 

Iron andirons for diningroom fireplace - Bought by Society 

Brass andirons for bedroom fireplace - Anonymous donor 


HISTORICAL TOUR 


On May 18, or the 19th if it rained the previous day, there is to be an his- 
torical tour for the benefit of the Ledyard Historical Society. H 5Urs are 
1-5 P.M., tickets are $2.50, and you can see 18th century houses, water= 
powered sawmill, old schoolhouse, and some of the early crafts demonstrated. 
Directions and buses will be available at Ledyard Center School, Route 117. — 
Tickets can be obtained at all of the tour stops. 


Please inform the office of change of address. 


Mrs. Albina Hamel = Resident Custodian 


Mrs. Adam L. Knox = Secretary & Curator Phone = 443-1209 
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